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Grail Family Services

S Empowering San José families

Grail Family Services Brings National
Early Literacy Initiative to Bay Area

rail Family Services, in collaboration with the
Unity Council in Oakland, will be bringing the
Lee y serds (Read and you will be) Early Lit-
eracy Initiative for Latino families to the Bay Area this

National Council of La Raza, the nation’s largest His-
panic advocacy organization; and Verizon, one of the

world’s leading providers of communications services.

Lee y serds is designed to empower and support Latino

Lee y serds is designed to empower and support Latino parents and other family
members as their children’s first and most important teachers and role models

® © 06 06 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 0 06 O 0 0 0 0 0 O O O O 0 O 0 0 O O 0 O O O 0 O 0 O 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o

year. Lee y serds is a multi-year initiative designed to help
families and communities support the reading and lit-
eracy development of Latino children by focusing on the
inherent strengths of Latino families and communities.
The initiative is led nationally by Scholastic,

the global children’s publishing and media company;

parents and other family members as their children’s
first and most important teachers and role models, to
provide caregivers, educators, and other community
members who work with Latino families the resources
and tools they need to help create literacy-rich envi-
ronments for Latino children, and to offer policymak-

ers, business, and community leaders the information
and tools necessary to understand and address the
early literacy needs of their communities.
Recognizing the complexity of addressing the
low literacy levels of Latino children, the Zee y serds
initiative has developed a multi-pronged approach
that uses culturally sensitive, research-based curricula
targeting family members, day care providers, and
community leaders. GFS’s role will be to train 60 ser-
vice providers in San Jose and Oakland on the use of
the parent/family workshops curriculum. Starting this
summer, providers involved in this project will attend a
two-day training and receive all needed materials. The
families they serve will receive books and a visit from

Scholastic’s Family Literacy Caravan.

A father models reading in front of his son, one of the suggested
activities that are part of the Lee y serds Early Literacy Initiative.
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GFS Presents its Work at the National Family Literacy Conference

In mid-March Grail Family Services was honored to pres-
entour work at the National Family Literacy Conference in Kentucky
hosted by the National Center for Family Literacy. The presentation
focused on helping service providers successfully involve Latino
parents in creating literate communities. An interactive workshop
highlighted three successful strategies to address this crisis.

One strategy was Scholastic’s national Lee y serds early

literacy initiative. A second strategy was an early literacy program
involving parents and children together implemented successfully
by GFS. The third strategy was a hands-on approach using story
telling as a vehicle for engaging Latino parents in becoming active
participants in their children’s learning experiences. GFS was very
excited to have this opportunity to share our work with other service

providers across the country.

Many Thanks to Our Supporters

Our many generous supporters make it possible

to provide quality services for families with
young children. Special thanks to the following;
$40,000 and above A

* Community Foundation
Silicon Valley
* Grail of California
* Severns Family
Foundation
$15,000 - $39,999 |
* Microsoft Foundation

* Scholastic
Corporation
$5,000 - $14,999
* Mizuho USA
Foundation

* San Jose Rotary

* Wells Fargo
Foundation
$1)000 - $47999
* Comerica Bank — California
* First Five Santa Clara County

* Carl Gellert & Celia Berta Gellert Foundation
* Junior League of San Jose

* Knight Foundation

* Manufacturers Bank

* Robert N. and Florence Slinger Foundation
* San Jose Mercury News Wish Book

* Target Foundation

Under $1,000

* Adobe Systems

* Aspect Community Commitment Fund

* Office of Councilmember Nora Campos

* Lindquist, Von Husen & Joyce

In-kind Donations

* [BM

* Hewlett-Packard

* Microsoft Foundation

* Scholastic
* Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich & Rosati
Individual Donors
Thanks to all the following individual donors
for their generous contributions to the qual-
ity programs offered by GFS: Amy and Leigh
Ann, Anonymous (5),
Janis and Heather, Rob
and Ronnie Adams,
Kathleen Armormino,
Henry Armstrong, Hilda
and Reynaldo Arellano in
memory of John Augus-
| tine, Consuelo and Carlos
i Avitia, Sonia Avitia, Su-
san Becker, |
Michele
and Juan
Benitez II,
Lynn Boskie,
Kim Brett, Beth

Burns, Edgardo
Cabrales, Mary
Ellen and David Camele, Glennis
Cameron, Lianne Campodonico,
Cari and Erik Chen, Forrest and
Elsa Crumpley, Coni Cullimore,
Rosa Delhonte, Wim Den Braven,
Sandra Dilling, Dana Duncan,
Gordon and Anne Dunham, Kara
Dworak, Todd Eisemann, Tony and
Yolanda Estremera, Jim Fehrie,
Frances Ferguson, Marilyn Fernandez, David and
Paige Filomeo, Evelyn and Richard Francuz in
memory of Alice Kraemer, Katherine Franger, A.
Marie G'Muca, Maria Gerst and Ryan Rosenberg,
Dave Glenz, Margarita Gomez, Candace Ford
Gray, Karen Gutfreund Ford, Laura Hammons,
Alex Hayes, Karen Healy, Vera Hicks, Sandra Hi-

Please let us know if we have omitted any names or made any errors on our donor list.
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etala, Ted Holman, Margery Kanemoto, Jon and
Esther Kaplan, Vera Kark, Kate Landers, Patricia
Lawson-North, Don LeMay, Alani Liu, Wendy
Lovetro, David MacLachlan, Elizabeth Magill,
Mary Magill, Kim Martin, Vernie and Greg Mast,
Deven Mays, Judy McCoy, Ann McEntee, Jean
Meddaugh, Rick Medina, Ramon and Filomena
Medina-Cue, Bob Moran, Kimhoang Nguyen,
Monica Norder, Mardie Oakes, Rick and Rebekah
Obbema and in memory of Earl Forry, David
Okazaki in memory of Fred and Lou Okazaki,
Guy and Penny Ontai, Linda Paulson, Jennifer
Peepas, Dorothy Rasenberger, Shari Rubino,
Jesse Ruiz, Lori and Gerard Rush, Sue and Ralph
o~ * Salmon, Jr., Ingrid
Schneider, Whit-
ney Schott, Ellen
Schuette, Jeff
Schwilk, Matthew
| Scott, Rosa Se-
| govia, Mary and

Bernice Sisson,
Jerry Smith,
Brian Sonet,

& | Joan Sullivan,
Maureen Svir-
| sky, Terrance
Sweeney,
Susan and
Ken Thomas,
Monica
Thyberg, Fawni Tornel,
Kate Twohy, Todd Urban, José Villareal, Robert
and Jocelyn Vosburgh in memory of Earl Forry,
Marcia Vosti, Aviva Wada, Najoo Anne Wadia,
Gloria Wang, Mary Webb, Darlys and Bob Weiss,
Duanne Welsch, Janice Welsch, Joyce Wieland,
Esther Williams, Heidi and Ross Williams, Betsy
and Dick Wood, Kathryn Young, Marie Young
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Robert L. Severns Children’s Library
at GFS Opens to the Public

Early November of last year the Robert L. Severns Children’s Library at Grail Family
Services finally opened its doors to residents of East San José. The vision for the library is to
provide every child in the Mayfair community with access to high quality children’s books that
will enrich and support their literacy experiences at home and in school.

The library offers families and their children, ages 0-9, a wide variety of programs

For one-third of the parents, visiting the Children’s Library was their
first ever experience with a library. 22% of families indicate
that they have no books in their homes.

that promote literacy skills and a love of reading. Programs include a toddler technology
center, Family Story Hour, the Zéeme (Read to me) Early Literacy Program for parents and pre-
school aged children, and the Zee y serds (Read and you will be) parent workshops. Families
may also check out books from our collection through the library’s Book Lending program.
Additionally, housed in the library is a satellite branch of the PlaneTree Health Library which
provides health resources for adults.

To date the library has served 265 children. Ninety-three library cards have been
issued and 680 books have been checked out. Children, parents and local teachers are truly
enjoying this new resource in the community. Statistics collected from families who have re-
ceived library cards reveal the important role the library is playing in the lives of the families
served. For one-third of the parents, visiting the Children’s Library was their first ever experi-
ence with a library. Thirty-four percent of the families report having less than 10 books in their
homes, and 22% of families indicate that they have no books in their homes. These statistics
demonstrate the important role the library plays in the lives of the families we serve.

Another way we are making the library accessible to families is by coordinating with
local public schools to have classrooms visit the library on field trips. We have had several trips
so far and children, parents and teachers have enjoyed the experience. If you have any ques-
tions about the Children’s Library or would like to volunteer, please contact Family Literacy
Specialist Yenda Prado at (408) 347-7892.

Families enjoy the many services and opportunities offered through the Robert L. Severns Children’s Library at
Grail Family Services.
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INITIATIVE from page 1

Another important component of
the Lee y serds initiative is to create aware-
ness of this issue among community leaders
and other stakeholders, and to engage them
in an open dialogue. When faced with infor-
mation published by the U.S. Department of
Education’s National Center for Education
Statistics indicating that only 14% of Latino
fourth graders and 9% of Latino eighth grad-
ers read at the proficient level or above, most
people feel compelled to take action.

GFS, in collaboration with Scho-
lastic, the City of San José, and Community
Foundation Silicon Valley will convene a city-
wide dialogue in September. This dialogue
will be an opportunity to create awareness
around this crisis and to mobilize individu-

als to take action and become involved in de-

veloping solutions to address Latino literacy
levels. If you are interested in being involved
with this dialogue or in being an implemen-
tation site for the Zee y serds parent/fam-
ily workshops, please contact Family Literacy
Specialist Yenda Prado at (408) 347-7892.

Children enter the Scholastic Family Literacy Caravan,
a component of the Lee y serds initiative designed to
create awareness in the community. The Caravan will
be responsible for distributing books to families.
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